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additions to his property. In adtual fadt he hardly
increased his landed possessions at all. Before he
married, he did indeed lay heavy mortgages on his
property; but the money was required tor the exten-
sive developments of land he had inherited from his
father. He planted and drained a heath-covered wafte
of 300 acres, which has ever since been woodland and
valuable farm-land. He obtained powers to make new
roads through his estate and to Straighten existing
ones. He was something of a pioneer in the use of
agricultural machinery.

This being so (and Edward's argument no longer
holding good), one is indeed tempted to wonder why
he should have married as he did. A summary of
the events of his private life and the relevant fafts
concerning his future wife will perhaps justify a guess
at his expectations.

As a young officer he carried off a beautiful girl from
boarding-school and made her his mistress. She was
not of his class; and he could not so far throw off the
conventions of his kind as to avow her his wife. But
with a delicacy rather unexpected at such a time, he
Steadily refused during her lifetime to consider regular
marriage with anyone else.

Some time during the early seventeen-nineties this
love-girl was killed by a kick from a horse. The
horrid accident shook the poor man sadly, and may
well have provoked a certain harshness of temper.
Succeeding to a great part of his property, he settled
to its administration with a fierce competence which
lay heavily on his neighbours and servants. It was
at this period that he embarked on the extensive and
costly development of his property, raising the money
for his undertakings by a series of heavy mortgages
on an estate previously unencumbered.

About 1796 chance threw him into the company of
Mrs. Warburton Lytton, a lady of EaSt Anglian origin,